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ADVERTISEMENT,

S

THE following pages were not intended
for the prefs by the writer of them. They
were notes of a difcourfe which he had de-
livered, and happened to fall into the hands
of a friend and fellow-labourer, who printed
them, without permiffion, for the ufe of his
family and friends. A copy having gone
abroad, and appearing to have amoft ufeful
tendency, the author was requefted to per
mit them to be re-printed and. publifhed,
More defirous of doing good than of. ob~
taining reputation, he gave his confent.

The publication has been delayed till the
new year, as they feem fo fuitable a prefent
for youth at this period. 'May He whofe
truths they are, attend them with faving

influence !
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PsAaLM XC. 14-
O fatisfy us carly with thy mercy ; that
coe may rejoice and be glad all our
days.

'I‘ HE feafon is returned, my dear

young people, in which you

expect 1 fhould addrefs you on your

eternalinterefts, I hopewhat I have

heretofore faid to you, not only on

thefe occafions, but in the ordinary
A2
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courfe of my labours, has not been al-
together in vain. Some of you, I
hope,havealready fet your faces Sion-
ward. Happy fhould I be to fee ma-
ny more follow their example !

The words which I have read to
you exprefs the defire of Mofes the
man of God in behalf of Ifrael, and
efpecially of the rifing generation,
That generation of men which came
out of Egypt with Mofes, were moft
of them very wicked. Though God
divided the fea to fave them, and cauf-
ed manna to fall from heaven to feed
them, with many othér wonderful
works ; yet ‘they did little elfe than
provoke him by their repeated tranf-
greflions. Ten times they tempted
him in the wildernefs ; and, to com.
plete their crimes, they defpifed the
good land, and difbelieved His prom:
iles, who had engaged to put them in
pofleflion of it." The confequence
was, JEHOVAH fware in his wrath,
they fhall not enter into my reft. So
they were all, except Jofhua and
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Caleb, doomed to die in the wilder-
nefs. .On occafion of this melan-
choly fentence, the account of which
you will find in the fourteenth chap-
ter of Numbers, it is fuppofed that
Mofes the man of God wrote this
plaintive pfalm; in which he laments
over the mortality of man, and fuppli-
cates divine mercy to mitigate the
doom. * And the doom, as it refpect-
ed Ifrael, was mitigated, or at leaft
mingled with much mercy. Though
the fathers were fentenced to perifhh
in the wildernefs; yet the promife
was accomplifhed in the rifing gen-
eration. Your little ones, faid the
Loxd, which ye faid fhould be a prey,
them will Ibring in, and they fhall k
the.land which ye bave defpi
younger generation, from that time,
became the grand object of hope to
Mofes and his companions. Their
rreat bufinefs in the wildernefs for
eight and thirty years was to teach
them the good knowledge of God,
and to form their fpirit and manners
for his fervice. . How earneftly did
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Molfes pray for the Lord’s blefling
upon thefe their labours, towards the
clofe of this pfalm ! Let thy work ap-
pear unto thy [ervants, and thy glory
unto their children ; and let the beauty
of Jehovah our God be upon us : and
¢/tablifb thou the woork of our hands upon
us, yea, the work of our hands ¢ftablifh
thou it.  To the fame purpofe is the
petition which I firft read, O /fatisfy
us carly with thy mercy, that we may
refoice and be glad all our days.  Thefe
petitions too were gracioufly anfwer-
ed.  God’s work did appear to Mofes
and his affociates, and his glory to
their children, and that at an early
period.  His Spirit was richly pour-
ed forth upon the Ifraelitith youth,
The beauty of the Lord their God
was upon them, and the work of their
hands was eftablifhed. It was this
amiable generation that extorted the
admiration of Balaam himfelf: How
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob; and
thy tabernacles, O Ifrael! It was of
them that the Lord declared that
ifrael then was bolinefs to the Lord,
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and the firft fruils of bis incre

e 11

I hope I need not fay that this pray-
er of Mofes cn behalf of the Ifraelitith
youth is expreflive of the defires of
your minifter and of your parents :
You know it is fo. O thatit may
alfo exprefs your own !

There are two things pertaining to
this fubjec which require particular
notice, namely, the object defiredy
which is an early participation of di-
vine mercy ; and the influence of fuch
a participation of mercy on the happi

nefs of future life.

I. Let us notice the objett de-
fired—This is mercy, a being fatisfi-
ed with mercy, and a being early fat-
isfied with mercy. Pay attention,
young people, to cach of thefe par
ticulars.

Tirf2. 'The grand objet thatiyou
need is mercy, the mercy of God
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againft whom you have finned. Holy
#angels worfhip God ; but this pray-
er would not fit their lips. They
are guilty and undone finners to
whom the voice of mercy is addrefl-
ed ; and fuch are you, and there-
fore it becomes you to fue for this
all-important good.  Mercy is of two
kinds, common and fpecial. Every
good we enjoy is mercy = but they
are not common mercies only, nor
chiefly, that are here defired. * They
would not have fatisfied Mofes : nor
will they fatisfy us. That which he
fought on behalf of the Ifraelitith
youth, and what we feek on behalf of
you, is faving mercy, renewing mer-
cy,forgiving mercy, &'. ; that which
Saul the perfecutor obtained, having
finned in ignorance and unbelief.

Secondly. The blefling here fought
is not only mercy, but a being fatis-
Jied with mercy, If the rifing gen-
eration among the Ifraelites obtained
mercy, Mofes and Aaron, and all
their godly affociates would feel fat.
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T
isfied on a review of their labours :
and if you, young people, obtain the
fame blefling, we fhall feel the fame.
Nor fhall we be fatisfied with any
thing fhort of it. We are glad to
fee you fober, intelligent, ingenious,
and induftrious : we rejoice in your
temporal profperity : but this will
not fatisfy us. How fhould it? Te
care for the lefs and not for the
Frcater, were cruel beyond expref-
ion. Nor will any thing fhort of
faving mercy fatisfy you. You may
think that pleafure will ; but it will
not : nor fame, nor riches, nor
aught elfe under the fun. Immor-
tal minds can be fatisfied with noth-
ing fhort of an immortal good. Read
and carefully confider the'three firft
verfes of the Lv. chapter of Haiah.—
But in order to be fatisfied with mer-
cy, you muft poflefs a zhir/? after it.
Nothing fatisfies but that which cor-
refponds with our defires. Have
you fuch defire ? Do you call upon
the Lord for mercy ? and that with
your whole heart ? How many hea-
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thens are there in a Chriflian coun-
try, who live without prayer; and
how many who pray in form with-
out any earneft or fincere defirc after
thofe things which they pray for !
Such will never be fatisfied. But if
mercy be the one thing defired, you |
need not fear being fatisfied with it ;
for there is enough in God, enough
in Chrift, to affuage all your thirft,
With the Lord there is mercy, and s
with him is plenteous redemption. f
Open your mouth wide, and he will
fill it. - The Spirit, in the invitations
of the word, fays, Come ; the bride, or
church of Chritt, fays, Come ; and
hofocver willy let him come, and take

of the water of life freely.

Thirdly. Theblefling to be fought, £
is, not only a being fatisfied, but
fatisfied early with divine mercy.—
Mofes defired that his prayer might
be fpeedily anfwered ; “and this
his defire ‘would be accomplifhed |
if genuine piety appeared i the
young people at an esry period of
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life. r is a beautiful fm\"cr at
any but moft fo in early life.
How amiable did it drpt.nr in thefe

It is cal e love
and which the I,o'. d
afterwards remembered for the fake of
their pofterity. How amiable did it
appear in Ifaac, in Jofeph, in Samuel,
in David, in Abijah, in Jofiah, and
s. - But let us proceed

young pcop le

in many othe
to obferve—

iI. Th
})'1[101 (JA dine inClC\, and
ly an early one, will have on the
hup)h efs of your future luL——-rIu\
good ol 1

, you will 7¢
Jad all your days. Itisa noﬁvn
imbibed b) many who are ftrangers
to trw religion, that it maki

‘] : mejanc hnl\ and miferable
his is falfe. 'The contrary
truth. Every one that has known
it has f,}olxux well of it.. Th
proaches of thofe who know it not
are unworthy of notice. - To render
this evident, let me uruel[ your at

tention to a few remark
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the world, or life, or death, or things
prefent, or things to ¢ , all are
yours. The ftudy, of nature is a
fource of pleafure; but the gofpel, of
joy. It has with great propriety
been called, ¢ The wifdom that
fpeaks to the heart.”” Such was the
ifion of the Earl of Rochefter in
ifeft days. Joy, 2nd efpe ially
the'joy of the gofpel, pofiefies much
f that charming perturbation of
{pirit, which is not excited but by
great, interefting, and tranfpor
objects. Happinefls may caufe a
{mile ; it joy will add to that
{mile, a tear, and perhaps a flood of

at a delicious enjoyment!
Y you rejoice and be glad all

verted into

every duty will be a tafk + Praying

g 8>
5 Sabbaths, and

reading, and heari
ious opportunities, will
3

all other relis

cither be difr
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“al enjoymeits.
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thy bread wi 4
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Liftbly. A participation of divine
y will fupport your hearts undesr
ieft afflictions, and crable you
vice and be glad, others are
under  their  burdens.- You
are young, but you muft Jay your
mnts with thofe ills which are
common to men. Some of you who
may be engaged in trade, may fuf-
tain heavy loffes ; but this v
you up. If you have Chrift, you
will never have loft your all. When
poor Moab was wafted, fhe had
nothing left : Well therefore might
Jeremich bewail  her condition.
(Chap. xlviii. 36.) But when Ju-
dah was gone into captivity, fhe
could yet fay, The Lord is my por-
tion, faith my foul, therefore will T hope
in him, (Lam. iii. 24.) Others of
you may pafs through life in pover-
ty. Hardly beftead and hungry,
you may have little to Jofe ; and if
deilitute of religion, may be tempted
to curfe your King and your God,
and look upward. = But the hope of
the gofpel ‘will caufe you to rejoice
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even in this fitvation. Though ne
fruit appear on your vine, nor flock
in your fold, nor herd in your ftall,
yet you will rejoicein the Lord, and
be glad in the God of your falvation,

Sixthly. A participation of God’s
fpecial mercy affords an affurance,
that all the bleffings before menticned
are but the beginnings of joy, 1he carnc/t
of everlafting blifs.  Here weare ata
Jofs.—Now are we the fons of God 3
but it doth not yet appear what we
thall be : bur this we know that we
{hall be like him, for we.fhall fee
himgnas he is. O happy people!
Well are they exhorted to rejc
always, and again to rejoice—fo fing
aloud upon their beds—to count it
all joy, even when they fall into di-
vers trials, knowing that thefe light
affli@ions, which are but fer a mo-
ment, work for them a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.

To all*this may be added; the
earlicr you obtain thefe blefiings, the




greater will your enjoyment.
Early piety will fave you from much
wickednefs, The converfion of a
foul, efpecially at this period, hides
a multitude of fins; and renders
life much more ha
ful. * Evil habi

difficulty.

God in ld ag¢
him, or enjoy

y as well as ufe-
e broken with
return to
1 do much for
rom him. Ma-

naffeh, the ugt

yet did but litde ¢
the mif

ined mercy,

vhich he had wrought

suld lead his people

nily into wickednefs while

ced it he coul

ked ;3 but he couldsmot

cad them back again when he r
3

e-

Amon his fucceffor |
Manafieh the idolater, not Ma-
naffch the penitent.  And as to him.
felf, though he caft the ido]s out of
the temple, and out of the city; ye
the far greater part of the woik of
reformation was left for his grandfon
Jofiah. That amiable young piiiice
began in the fixteenth year of his
2g¢ to feck after the Lord God of
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his fathers ; and in the twentieth he
fet about a thorough work of refor-
mation ; and God was with him,
and blefled him, and he, like his
father Abraham, became a blefling.

O young people’! a thoufand ar-
guments and examples might be ad-
duced to fhew the force and proprie-
ty of the petition. If you have a
fpark of ingenuoufnefs towards God
in your hearts, you would not defire
to put him off with the refufe of a
life fpent in the fervice of fin. You
would offer him the firft fruits of
your days ; the beft of your time,
ftrength, talents, and influence. And
this is not all. Time flies. Years
roll over in quick fucceffion. Death
fweeps away the young as well as the
aged. Out of the burials that we
have had this year in our congrega-
tion, five out of fix have been young
people : fome of them under twenty
years of age, and feveral of them but
ittle pat that period. Nene of them
feem to have thought much of dying ;




yet they are gone from the land of
the living. Hark ! From their tombs
¥ hear the Lm;uugg of warning and
folemn counfel! “ Whatfoever thy
¢ hand findeth thee to do, do it with
“ny might: for thereis no work,

“nor device, nor knowledge in the
¢ grave, whither thou goch. Join
““with your psf’cci‘, join with your
“* parents, join with all that feck your
& \\Jhm, in praying, O fatisfy us
"‘mr ly thy. mercy, that we may re-
< joice and be glad all our days Iz

What thall I fay more ? Will you,
my dear young pccpk, will you
drink and be fatisfied at the foune
tain of mercy; a fountain that 1s
wide open, and flows freely throu
our Lord Jefus Chrift ? You cannot
piead the want of fufficient induce-
ments.  Minifters, paren Chrif-
ns, angels, the faultering of
death, the folemn aflurance of a judg-
ment to come, aml above all, the
Lumdmg of the bowels of Jefus
Chrilt, all fay, Come. But if, like

f
|




thofe who refufed the waters of Silo=
ah, you prefer the follics and purf\uts
of the prefent life to the joys of im-
mortality, our fouls fhall weep in fe-
cret places for you. - Tribulation and
anguifh will overtake you, even in
this life ; and under it, inftead of
the confolations and hopes of the
gofpel, you will have to refled,
<« This I have brought upon myfelf:
and thefe are but the bwmnmgx of
forrows.”
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Mze. T

fliction of the child, in the month of May,

rous af-

, hearing of the dange

1800, vifited her. ~ He converfed and pray-

ed with her, but fhe appeared altogether un-

concerned. During his abfence in London,
in the month of June, the died. On his re-
Mun, being defired to preach a fermon on
occafion of her death, he requefted of her
parents an account of the ffate of her mind
during her laft afflition. 'The following
letter was drawn up by Mrs..Wright, in

anfwer to this requelt.
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XERCI

or

SUSANNAH WRIGHT.

DEAR AND HONORED SIR,
I T is with a mournful pleafure
that T attempt to write a few of
the exercifes of my dear child, and
with fear and trembling, as it is fo
near to myfelf, left after all we fhot 1H
be miftaken in fo importa
as the falvation of an immortal {
but I will endeavour to write
in the fear of the Lord, who
eth all hearts.

‘nl:

The day after you vifited her,
2awhich was | think on May 14, her
diforder produced a very alarming




effedt ; {o that het life to all appear-
ance could be but fthort. She feem-
ed to be much affrighted, and I hope
prayed to the Lord for the pardon of
her fins for the fake of Jefus Chrift.
Her father prayed with her, and af-
ter he had done, the faid, 1 wifh
Mr. Fuller were here; I fhould like
to fee him.” [ afked her, whether
the had thought much of what you
faid when you were here ? « Yu, 1
do think of one thing in particular ;
namely, That it was no {mall thing
that brought down the Lord of lite
and glory into this world to fuffer
and die. There muft be fomething
very offenfive in the nature of fin
againit a holy God\”

About a week after, the feemed
more concerned about the ftate of
her foul, and faid to me, ¢ Oh mmh-
CE T NS Lt Sowant. o0 0 %
and made a 1 faid, my dear,
what do you want? She faid, ¢ To
be prepared for another and a better
world.” T afked her, whether fhe
had no encouragement to hope
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that the Lord would have mercy up-
onher? Shefaid, I do not know.”
1 then reminded her of a pa lage of
feripture, which fhe had often re-
peated, and which had been encour-
aging to her; namely, Matt. xi. 2

Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
r¢ft - and I added, that though we
changed, yet the Lord changed not.
She then repeated a part of the 1 1gth
Pfalm :.

O that the Lord would guide my
To keep his flatutes fill ;

O that my God would grant me grace,
“T'o know and do his will !

The following Hymn very often
affected her, with which you, Sir, are
well acquainted.* .

Lord, teach a litele child fo pra
Thy grace betimes impa

And grant tk y Spiit tiay
Renew her infant heart.

* 1t was compofe

by Dr. Ryland, for a daugh~
1er ¢ nd

Mr. Fuller, while under grear ai&
d in 1786
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A finfol creature 1 was born,
And from the womb I firay'd 3

T muft be wretched and forlorn,
Without thy mercy’s aid.

But Chrilt can all my fins forgive,
And wafh away their Rain,

And fit my foul with him to live,
And in his kingdom reign.

To him let little children come,
For he hath aid they may,

His bofom then fhall be their bome,
Their tears he'll wipe away.

his face,
s love ;

J all guide them by his grace,

"To dwell with him above. !

0l L R b

For all who early fe
I furely tafte

Sometimes fhe was very cheerful, !
confidering the fingular nature of
! tion, and would often fay |

| nothing to what fhe de- 1,;
| ved, as a finner againft a holy J_,
i sod 5 and often begged for patience to

to bear what the Lord’s pleafure was b

toway , which I think fhe had
to the aftonifhment of many who
faw ‘her, as fhe was fcarcely ever
heard to utter a murmuring word.

One evening, fome few days after
is, fhe brol

out in ap aftonithing
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manner in exprefling the wonderful
love of Chrift in coming into the
world to die for poor loft finners.
“Oh,” faid fhe, “* I never faw fuch
precioufnefs in a Saviour before as I
do now. Oh, blefs the Lord for
fuch a Saviour; for I now fee that 1
am a poor loft finner ! She contin-
ued for fome time exclaiming—¢¢ Oh
the wonderful love of God in pro-
| viding fuch a fuitable Saviour !”*
| And then added—

-

Now will Ttell to finners round,

! What a dear Saviour 1 have found
T'll point to thy redecming blood,

And {ay, Behold the way to God !

“ Now,” faid fhe, “1I hope I can
blefs the Lord for this affli®tion, and
with David, It is good for me
190t 1 have been afflidted.” She
P ke much of Chrift, of his tender-
J fs as a fhepherd, and gathering
| 2 lambs in his arms.  She feemed
| /7have enlarged views of the laft
_Hgment, and faid, * Oh, what a
| ercy willit be at the’ great day,
| ren God fhall come to judge the

A m—

e

3
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world, to hear him fay, Come, ye ble[J-
¢d of my Father ! But oh, what an
v ulmuml to hear l\.midv, Depart,
ye curfed, into everlafting fire ! () that
“ord—/ar ever ! for ever ! How
dreadful I’ She then rcpcalnd the
following lines :—

When thon, my righteous Judge, fhall come,

T’ fetch thy ranfom'd finners home, { 1
Shall 1 amongft them ftand ? g”
Shall fuch a worthlefs worm as T, ¢

mietimes am afraid to die, {1
Be fourd at thy right hand ? |

1y
She would often defire her fifters |

{ to remember their Creator in the :ilé
days of their youth, the vanity of I‘

h:

worldly plc:.mr\.s, and their unfatif- |
fying nature in a dying hour &

s A

On Whitflun Monday, a friey g
4 {0

ne to fee her, and af b(’:d her h
he dnl ? She replied, I wanty!

pe
De

s e Lord, but cannot:” atj i}
han umlul

1 would, but caonot fing, 53|
4

T would, hut cannot pray ;
For Satan metts me whel
And frights my foul away.
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3
{ But fhe feemed to be fet at liber-
ty, and fpoke much, within 2 fow
houts afterwards, Being vifited by
! fome young people, fhe warned them
‘ of the uncertainty of health and
{ ftrength. < You,” fig the, ¢ may
\ foon be cut down, and brought on
| 2 bed of affliction as T am, and then
what good will all thefe things do
| you? To others who called to fee
B her, the faid, it was a happy whit-
i {untide to her, fhe hoped, for fhe felt
very comfortable in her foul, and
{faid, fhe would not wifh to get well
1agaiu left fhe fhould fin againft the
Lord. ] withed,” faid the, “to
thave feen Mr. Fuller once more ;. I
fcould now talk better with him than
did before.”” She continued that
night very comfortable, and prayed
Yo be made fit to enter another and
vetter world,  She faid—
\d Jefus can make a dying bed
Feel foft as downy pillows are,

| While on hisbreaft 1 lean my hoad,
Aud breathe my life out fweetly there,




She then repeated feveral paffages
of feripture ; and added, < This 1
fhould like to have for my funeral,—
Hawing a defire 1o depart, and be with
Chrift, which is far better.”

She often repeated 2 verfe in the

feventeenth Plalm :—

“This life’s a dream, an empty fhow 5

But the bright world, to which I go,

Flath joys fubftantial and fincere s

When flall 1 wake and find me there ?
can blefs the Lord for
good parents,” faid fhe, < and for
good inftru&ions. I have often |
: heard my father’s inftructions, and |
. have been affeCted with them, and
good fermons 3 but 1 fear, like ma-}
ny more, they have foon been loft
amongft the trifles of this world ;L
bat now 1 fee the happinefs of thofel
who are delivered from it |

<« now

after this, {he fai
at {he might
the Lord’

Tor fome days
but litte; 911\y begging'lh
have patience to wait
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time, which, fhe faid, was the beft,
1 fometimes could not help weeping
over her in her very fingular afflic-
tion. ¢ My dear mother,” fhe
would fay, “ do not grieve : The
Lordgave, and the Lord taketh away,
and blefled be the name of the Lord.
I hope we fhall meet again in anoth-
er and better world, where there is
neither fin nor forrow.” A day or
two after, the faid, « Mother, do

| you think I fhall be found right at
] AR fena s, be fearful.

g

" | Yes, my dear, I hope you will 5 1
> | hope you defire to be made holy as
el as happy ; to be made meet 10
d be a partaker of the inheritance of the
= faints in light 2 < T hope I do,” fhe
it faid ; «T truft the Lord will make
~me meet for himfelf.”

Thus, though her affliction was
idl Yery greatand fingular, yet we truft
’; it was mixed with great and fingu-
bt Jar mercy to her foul. Oh that jt
: pleafe the Lord to blefs and
nctify, this affecting ftroke to thofe
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who are fpared ; that they may fee
the neceflity of early picty, and that
precioufnefs there is in Jefus, who
is, (asmy child oft repeated,) The
chiefe/t among ten thoufand; and alfe-
gether lovely !

On Saturday, the 7th of June, in
the evening, fhe prayed in an affect-
ing manner, with a loud and audible

voice, particularly and diftintly, for #

us all ; and afterwards, death feem-
ed faft approaching, and fhe became
very reftlels, w hich continued till
Tuefday morning about two o’clock;
when with faultering lips, and fweet
affection, fhe bid us all farewell, and
in about ten minutes departed b

Affectionately yours,
D. W.

[
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